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• Participant phones are on mute, but we encourage you 
to use the chat box to send us questions throughout 
the presentation.

• There are polling questions and a structured chat in this 
call—we are asking all participants to respond.

• This is a fast format (30-minute dialogue), 
but there will be additional opportunities to interact on 
the issue.

• At the end of the formal presentation there will be 
time for an extended Q & A with the speakers. Join us 
to hear answers to burning questions.  

Guidelines for Participation

http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
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http://www.twitter.com/cantasdcenter
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Speakers

PRESENTER
Stacy Phillips, 
Program Manager 
Office for Victims of Crime

PRESENTER
Natalia Aguirre, 
National Director of the Family 
Justice Center Alliance
Alliance for HOPE International

MODERATOR
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Lead, Knowledge & Partnerships
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Polyvictimization:

Describes the 
collective
experiences of 
multiple types 
of violence, 
usually in 
multiple 
settings, and 
often at the 
hands of 
multiple 
perpetrators
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Let’s look at Sally:

Was sexually molested 
by her mom’s 

boyfriend

Has been bullied at 
school

Watched a gang fight on her 
walk home from school

Has a boyfriend who has 
been verbally and 

emotionally abusive

Had her cell phone 
stolen

Has witnessed violence 
between her mom and her 

mom’s boyfriend

She is a 16 year old girl 
who in the span of 12 months…
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Pathways to Polyvictimization
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Victimizations are not 
randomly distributed but 

tend to cumulate for 
certain individuals and in 

certain environments 

http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
http://www.twitter.com/cantasdcenter
http://www.twitter.com/cantasdcenter


Adapted from: 
The Center for Women and Families of Eastern Fairfield County, Inc.
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Alliance for Hope Demonstration Initiative Data 2018
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What we’ve learned

• Use a holistic perspective and remember that 
healing is not always linear 

• Listen deeply and let survivors tell their whole 
story to better support healing

• Ensure that staff have the support they need
• Don’t just ask what happened–help the client 

identify things that they are doing well and 
increase hope!

• Create community for survivors by including 
alternative healing modalities such as yoga, 
acupuncture, Reiki, singing groups etc.  
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Resources

• Tip Sheet for PolyVictimization

• Polyvictimization and Complex Trauma
• Addressing Polyvictimization in Family Justice Centers 

and Multi-Agency Models  (link from handout)

• Family Justice Centers:  www.familyjusticecenter.org

• Background information on ACES

http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
http://www.twitter.com/cantasdcenter
http://www.twitter.com/cantasdcenter
https://www.ojjdp.gov/programs/safestart/TipSheetFor_Polyvictimization.pdf
https://www.nctsn.org/print/1466
http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/index.html
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Thank You & Next Steps

• Download the handouts to learn 
more. Click on the files in the 
“Handouts” box on your screen.  

• Do you have innovative ideas, 
questions or concerns about 
trauma and resilience? Tell us 
about your work. Send an e-mail 
to hello@CANTASD.orgwith 
“Trauma and Resilience” in the 
subject line.

Upcoming:

Jan. 10th. Father 
Engagement 
Addressing the 
Challenging Issues

February 26th, What 
the Science Tells us 
About Building 
Resilience

http://www.facebook.com/cantasd
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