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Information Memorandum: Integrating Approaches
that Prioritize and Enhance Father Engagement

ACF

Administration
for Cluldren

and Fanulies

U5, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Administration for Children and Families

1. Log No: ACF-ACF-IM-15-01 | 2 Issmamce Drate: October 17, 2018

3. Omiginating Offices: Admmisration on Children, Yowh and Farmilies;
Office of Child Support Enforcement; Office of Famnly Assistance; Office of
Child Care; Office of Haad Start

4. Key Words: Fatheshood; Father Ensagement; Farnily Support; Family
Bespansibility; Child Well-Baing, Strengthening Families; Child Support

TO: State and Territory Homan Service Commmissioners, State, Trbal and Taritwrial Azencies
Administering or Supervising the Adminisoaten of Tite IV-E and IV-B of the Social Seourity
Act, Indian Tribes and Indian Tribal Orgamzations, State Courts, and State and Tribal Court
Improvement Programs. State and Termitorial Agencies Administering or Supervising the
Administration of other ACF programs including child support, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Farnilies, Head Start, Child Care, and other family and youth semvices.

SUBJECT: Intesrang Approaches that Priontize and Enhance Father Engagsmeant

PURP(EE'Thewposeuct’ﬂn’s information memorandum () is to stonsly encouraze all
Timan service agencies inchading child welfare agencies, courts, offices of child suppor:
enforcement, offices of public assistance, offices of child care, Head.smtp\mgmmsndfamly
and youwth services programs wnukmgatumus&gmemmm]umﬂy create and maintain
a0 emvironment that promntzes father enpapement a5 3 cntical Sctor in sTrengthenmes families
and adopt approaches to enhsnce patemnal mvolvement in all family support and child welfare
related programs.

INFORMATION

This IM emphasizes the importance of ingfl father in all Adminisration for
Children snd Families {ACF) programs to better semve children and families. The memorandum
highlights research findings that demonstrate the valne of father mvolvement in the lives of
children and fimilies, mnd identifies promising practices to promote snd sstain mesnimefol
father engagement, regardless of a tather’s physical locarion or oustodial participadon.

ACF and its offices speak in mmison in strongly encouraging all agencies to work together to
enare that meaningfil father engagement is a ceniral sspect of the work done scross family
SETVIng state and coumry agencles.

PURPOSE: [T]o strongly
encourage all human
service agencies...to work
together across
governments to jointly
create and maintain an
environment that
prioritizes father
engagement as a critical
factor in strengthening
families and adopt
approaches to enhance
paternal involvement in all
family support and child
welfare related programs.
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Fathers’ Support Center

St. Louis

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

 Incorporated as a 501(c)3 December 10, 1997.

* Our mission... To foster healthy relationships by
strengthening families and communities.

 Vision...Every father is responsible and committed to a
cohesive family relationship.

Improving outcomes for children
is the focus of FSC.



cantaso  Client Demographics

Join the National

Conversation Di FECt Cl ientS: 804

on Child Abuse

and Neglect

Median Age: 20-34 (346)
35-54 (280)

African American: 87% (697)

Below Poverty Guidelines: 96% (774)

Family Formation Program: 480

cantasd.acf.hhs.gov
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canTasd Impact on participants

Join the National

C l . . . .
e Aee * Healthy Relationships with Family: 88%
and Neglect

[ J

Positive Co-Parenting Skills w/Co-parents: 76%

 Clients Gain Employment Skills: 92%

Clients Obtain Employment: 61%

Clients Retain Employment 90 days: 92%

cantasd.acf.hhs.gov
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eee«...  Practical Strategies for Dealing with
CANTASD
Thorny Issues
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Parental substance

use disorder b
&

- f

-
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Thorny Issues

Join the National
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and Neglect Pate rna I
Rights and
Child Welfare

cantasd.acf.hhs.gov
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Resources

Child Welfare Information Gateway: Engaging Fathers and Paternal
Family Members

Engaging Fathers Podcast Series; Child Welfare Information Gateway:
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/famcentered/engaging/fathers/
Integrating Approaches that Prioritize and Enhance Father Engagement;
Federal Information Memorandum:
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/resource/acf-acf-im-18-01-integrating-
approaches-that-prioritize-and-enhance-father-engagement

Father Engagement in Child Welfare; National Child Welfare Workforce
Institute:

https://www.ncwwi.org/files/Father Engagement in Child Welfare Su
mmary Information.pdf

Finding Your Way: Guides for Fathers in Child Protection Cases; National
Fatherhood Initiative: https://www.fatherhood.org/findingyourway
Video on Father Family Support Center:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-V-0yoYiGys&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-V-0yoYiGys&feature=youtu.be

cantasts  Thank You & Next Steps

SUMEMEEEIES  « Download the handouts to learn Upcoming:

Conversation

on Child Abuse more. Click on the files in the February 26%, What the

and Neglect “Handouts” box on your screen. science Tells us About
Building Resilience

March 20t Are the

* Do you have innovative ideas, Words "Toxic Stress”
guestions or concerns about Toxic? Re-thinking the
engaging fathers? Tell us about o strons about early
your work. Send an e-mail to
hello@CANTASD.org

cantasd.acf.hhs.gov
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Discussion

» Please type questions into the chat
box

CANTASD

»
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